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FETES

'FETES" 02 "FESTIVALS' IS THE SECOND MOVEMENT OF A THREE-MOVEMENT 25-MINUTE ORCHESTRAL SUITE
ENTITLED "TR0IS NOCTUENES' 8Y THE FRENCH COMPOSER CLAUOE DEBUSSY. ORIGINALLY SCORED FOR STRINGS,
THREE FLUTES, TWO 0B0ES, COR ANGLAIS, TWO CLARINETS, THREE BASSOONS, FOUR HOZNS, THREE TRUMPETS,
THREE TRQOMBONES, TUBA, TIMPANI, CYMBALS, SNARE O%UM, TWO HARPS AND A WOROLESS FEMALE CHORUS. THE
OUTSIOE MOVEMENTS AZE NUAGES ('CLouDs”) AND SIRENES (SIRENS?). THE WORK, WHICH WAS COMPLETED IN

DeceMBER 1899, WAS INSPIRED BY A SERIES OF IMPRESSIONIST PAINTINGS. ALSO ENTITLED ‘NOCTUENES'

8Y TAMES ABBOTT MCNEILL WHISTLER. "FETES' GIVES THE LISTENER A VIBRATING, ATMOSPHERIC OANCING

PHYTHMIC WORK, ACCOMPANIED 8Y SUDDEN FLASHES OF LIGHT. MAURICE RAVEL TRANSCRIBED THE COMPLETE SUITE
FOR TWO PIANOS.

CLAUDE Desussy
ACHILLE-CLAUDE DEBUSSY (1862-1918) WAS A FRENCH COMPOSER WHO ALONG WITH MAURICE RAVEL, WAS ONE OF
THE MOST PROMINENT FIGURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE FRENCH IMPRESSIONIST MUSIC SCENE. DEBUSSY WAS ONE
OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL COMPOSERS OF THE LATE 19TH AND EAQLY 20TH CENTURIES, AND HIS USE OF NON-
TRADITIONAL SCALES AND CHROMATICISM INFLUENCED MANY COMPOSERS WHO FOLLOWED. HIS MUSIC IS NOTED FoR
ITS SENSORY CONTENT AND FREQUENT USAGE OF ATONALITY. THE PROMINENT FRENCH LITERARY STYLE OF THIS
PERIOD KNOWN AS SYMBOLISM, DIRECTLY INSPIRED DEBUSSY BOTH AS A COMPOSER AND AS AN ACTIVE
CULTURAL PARTICIPANT. BogN IN AUGUST 1862 IN SAINT-GECMAIN-EN-LAYE, FRANCE, THE ELOEST OF FIVE
CHILOZEN. HIS FATHER, OWNED A LOCAL CHINA SHOP AND HIS MOTHE® WAS A SEAMSTRESS. THE FAMILY MOVED TO
Pagis IN 1367, 8UT LATER MOVED TO CANNES TO ESCAPE THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WaR. DEBUSSY BEGAN PIANO
LESSONS AGED SEVEN AND AT AGE TEN ENTERED THE PARIS CONSEQVATOIRE, WHERE HE SPENT THE NEXT 11
YEARS, STUDYING WITH GUIRAUD, BoURGAULT-DUCOUDRAY, DURAND, CESAR FRANCK AS WELL AS OTHER
SIGNIFICANT FIGURES OF THE ERA. FROM THE START OF HIS STUDIES DEBUSSY WAS FOUND TO 8E ARGUMENTATIVE
AND EXPERIMENTAL, ALTHOUGH CLEARLY TALENTED. HE CHALLENGED THE RIGIO TEACHING THERE, FAVOURING
DISSONANCE AND INTEQVALS THAT WERE FROWNED UPON. HE WAS A BRILLIANT PIANIST AND AN OUTSTANOING
SIGHT-READER. DEBUSSY TOOK A STRONG INTEREST IN LITERATURE AND THE VISUAL ARTS AND USED THESE
MEDIUMS TO HELP SHAPE HIS UNIQUE MUSICAL SOUND. ABOVE ALL, DEBUSSY WAS INSPIRED 8Y NATURE AND THE
IMPRESSION IT MADE ON THE MIND: HE CALLED "MYSTERIOUS NATURE" HIS ZELIGION.

SUPERSRASS MUSIC
SINCE THE START OF SUPERSeASS IN EARLY 2005, | HAVE STRIVED TO COMMISSION NEW ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS
AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR 8RASS AND PERCUSSION.
SUPERSASS MUSIC 1S COMMITTED TO DEVELOPING ACCESSIBLE NEW MUSIC FOR BRASS OF THE VERY HIGHEST
QUALITY.
ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING DENIES COMPOSERS ANO PUBLISHERS OF THEIR RIGHTFUL REVENUE.
A LACK OF QEVENUE DETERS PUBLISHERS FROM INVESTING IN NEW COMMISSIONS.
ALL MUSICIANS SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING.
THE FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS.
NOW THAT YOU HAVE THE FACTS, YOU CAN HELP THE FUTURE OF THE CREATIVE MUSIC WORLD.

IF YOU D0 HAPPEN UPON ANY ER209S PLEASE LET ME KNOW 8Y CONTACTING ME PERSONALLY AT
INFO@SUPERBRASS.C0.UK
R0GEL ARGENTE / AgTiSTic DIRECTOR
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